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“My mission in life is not merely to survive, but to thrive.”

Maya Angelou

b

Welcome to the May 2024 edition of the NOW Innovation Forum Newsletter. We are excited to share
additional opportunities and resources with you, in honor of Mental Health Awareness Month. In this
edition you'll find:

e View Webinar Archive, Elevating Power through Healing-Centered Action: Reflections from the
Greater Boston Birth Equity Coalition

e Register for the June 11 Peer Learning Cluster Workshop, Healing-Centered Advocacy for
Equity: Beyond Trauma-Informed Practices: Part 2

e NOW Leadership Article, Still leaning into the discomfort and valuing disorganization, by
Stephanie Waters, NOW Learning Community Member

e Join us for Vital Village Networks' 2024 National Community Leadership Summit, October 1-
2 in Boston, MA

e NOW Resource Library featured resource, Rhythm & Rhyme: Activities for Early Childhood
Mental Health

Thank you for your commitment to children, families, and communities and for joining us as we
journey through another year together.
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Bienvenido a la edicion de mayo de 2024 del Boletin Informativo del NOW Innovation Forum (Foro

de Innovacién NOW). jEstamos emocionados de compartir oportunidades y recursos adicionales
con usted, en honor al Mes de la Concientizacién sobre la Salud Mental! En esta edicién encontrara:

» Vea el archivo del taller virtual, Elevando el Poder a Través de la Accién Centrada en la
Sanacidén: Reflexiones de la Coalicion de Equidad de Nacimiento del Gran Boston

» Registrese para el Taller de Aprendizaje entre Pares del 11 de junio, Abogacia Centrada en la
Sanacién para la Equidad de Nacimiento: Mds Alla de las Practicas Informadas por el Trauma:
Parte 2

» Articulo Destacado de Liderazgo NOW, todavia apoyandose en la incomodidad y valorando la
desorganizacién, por Stephanie Waters, Miembro de la Comunidad de Aprendizaje de NOW

« Unase a nosotros para la Cumbre Nacional de Liderazgo Comunitario 2024 de Vital Village
Networks, octubre de 1-2 en Boston, MA

» Recurso destacado de la Biblioteca de Recursos NOW, Ritmo & Ritma: Actividades para la
Salud Mental de la Primera Infancia

Gracias por su dedicacion a los nifios, las familias y las comunidades, y por acompafiarnos
mientras navegamos a través de otro afio juntos.

Network Highlights

Webinar Archive: Elevating Power through Healing-Centered
Action: Reflections from the Greater Boston Birth Equity Coalition

Thank you for joining us on April 25 for a dynamic
conversation with members of the Greater Boston Birth
Equity Coalition (GBBEC), who shared powerful personal Flevating Pollacliuch
stories and reflections around the critical work needed to Healing-Centered Action:
ensure safety, dignity, and respect for birthing families.
View the webinar archive to access the recording,

) . Webinar
materials, and other resources to get involved and learn WIE

more about the coalition’s work underway.

Watch the recorded session and review
session materials through our webinar
archive.

View Archive APRIL WEBINAR

Peer Learning Cluster Workshop: Healing-Centered Advocacy for
Equity: Beyond Trauma-Informed Practices: Part 2

Thank you for joining us last month for a dynamic

A workshqp that dglved into the tgnets of white §upremacy
Beyond Trauma-Informed Practices and the intersection of trauma-informed practices and
healing-centered advocacy to champion birth equity. Join

// us for Part 2 of this workshop series, on Tuesday, June
11 from 11:30am-1:00pm Eastern, to cultivate essential
et b ko Vil skills and strategies for dismantling racism and barriers
S o e e to birth equity within healthcare systems and

dismantling racism and barriers to age

birth equity within healthcare communities.
systems and communities.

Together, we will unlock tools and

generate actionable solutions to

advance health equity and justice.
o~ :
(@)l Register Here
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Peer Learning Cluster Workshop
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NOW Leadership Article: Still leaning into discomfort and valuing

disorganization, by Stephanie Waters

How can we create spaces of alternative ways
of being, doing and mindsets that recognize
and embrace diversity, complexity, and multiple
perspectives? In this poignant reflection, long-
time NOW Learning Community member and
leader, Stephanie Waters, shares her
experience and learnings with unpacking Tema
Okun’s article on the tenets of white supremacy
and how it shows up in our work and lives.
Read stories of local leaders and more in our
NOW Leadership Article series.

LEADERSHIP SERIES BLOG
VILLAGE NETWORKS

ITA

STILL LEANING INTO THE
DISCOMFORT AND VALUING
DISORGANIZATION

By Stephanie Waters

NOW Learning Community Member

While the impact of white

supremacy culture affects
people differently, we are all
swimming in its metaphorical

waters, moving through or
with, but always carrying some
of it with us.

READ FULL BLOG

Join us for our 2024 National Community Leadership Summit

@ NATION SMMUNITY
LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
Your Storiesai
Call for Abstracts

summit news.

Vital Village Network is excited to host our 2024 National
Community Leadership Summit, themed Radical
Connection and Renewal for Collective Liberation, this
October 1-2 in Boston, MA. Register today and share your
story by submitting an abstract to our Lightning Talk
Program. We hope you can join us for this two-day
gathering of fellow change makers and advocates
committed to child and family wellbeing. Learn more on
our summit website and sign up to receive the latest

Learn More

NOW Resource Library Feature: Rhythm & Rhyme: Activities for

Early Childhood Mental Health

Created by Vital Village Networks, this toolkit is intended to
guide anyone committed to incorporating social and
emotional education practices into their work with young
children. Check out this resource and many more in the
NOW Resource Library.

Access the Resource Here

https://shoutout.wix.com/so/b20_R_8rg?languageTag=en

@ Vitalvil{a'gé

MAY 2024 FEATURED
RESOURCE

Rhythm & Rhbyme: Activities for Early
Childhood Mental Health

FROM VITAL VILLAGE NETWORKS

Featured in the NOW Resource
Library, this toolkit is intended to
guide anyone committed to
incorporating social and
emotional education practices
into their work with young
children.

3/4


https://networksofopportunity.org/so/b2O_R_8rg/c?w=MD6exri8uSVIvRJHXvuW10fLU6sWMghotAZ2ORObIdk.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV0d29ya3NvZm9wcG9ydHVuaXR5Lm9yZy9wb3N0L3N0aWxsLWxlYW5pbmctaW50by10aGUtZGlzY29tZm9ydC1hbmQtdmFsdWluZy1kaXNvcmdhbml6YXRpb24iLCJyIjoiNGExMDFjNDEtZjlmMy00ZDA2LWI5YzUtMTJlYmEzZDFhMDBmIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://networksofopportunity.org/so/b2O_R_8rg/c?w=MD6exri8uSVIvRJHXvuW10fLU6sWMghotAZ2ORObIdk.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV0d29ya3NvZm9wcG9ydHVuaXR5Lm9yZy9wb3N0L3N0aWxsLWxlYW5pbmctaW50by10aGUtZGlzY29tZm9ydC1hbmQtdmFsdWluZy1kaXNvcmdhbml6YXRpb24iLCJyIjoiNGExMDFjNDEtZjlmMy00ZDA2LWI5YzUtMTJlYmEzZDFhMDBmIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://networksofopportunity.org/so/b2O_R_8rg/c?w=GSQQ2p666ghjPjqoDOekR_wgG72aY2Mqs6yTsjnRkQY.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudml0YWx2aWxsYWdlc3VtbWl0Lm9yZy8iLCJyIjoiMTdmNDdhZTMtNjQzYi00Nzc2LTk3YWYtOTE4YjIxZjc4MDUzIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://networksofopportunity.org/so/b2O_R_8rg/c?w=GSQQ2p666ghjPjqoDOekR_wgG72aY2Mqs6yTsjnRkQY.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudml0YWx2aWxsYWdlc3VtbWl0Lm9yZy8iLCJyIjoiMTdmNDdhZTMtNjQzYi00Nzc2LTk3YWYtOTE4YjIxZjc4MDUzIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://networksofopportunity.org/so/b2O_R_8rg/c?w=I7biAokC7PyP7hjzE0NY0jdTJUuaFH71RuGJrI9Z0Q8.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV0d29ya3NvZm9wcG9ydHVuaXR5Lm9yZy9SZXNvdXJjZXMiLCJyIjoiZGYxZGFmYjctYjk4OS00N2IwLTkzYzYtMDc0NjBjNDIwOTllIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://networksofopportunity.org/so/b2O_R_8rg/c?w=aNm2NDne7Pj7lvrSkgNXg5xQsfyJghGRaA56S3LVXWU.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV0d29ya3NvZm9wcG9ydHVuaXR5Lm9yZy9yZXNvdXJjZXMvcmh5dGhtLSUyNi1yaHltZSUzQS1hY3Rpdml0aWVzLWZvci1lYXJseS1jaGlsZGhvb2QtbWVudGFsLWhlYWx0aCIsInIiOiJkZjFkYWZiNy1iOTg5LTQ3YjAtOTNjNi0wNzQ2MGM0MjA5OWUiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://networksofopportunity.org/so/b2O_R_8rg/c?w=aNm2NDne7Pj7lvrSkgNXg5xQsfyJghGRaA56S3LVXWU.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV0d29ya3NvZm9wcG9ydHVuaXR5Lm9yZy9yZXNvdXJjZXMvcmh5dGhtLSUyNi1yaHltZSUzQS1hY3Rpdml0aWVzLWZvci1lYXJseS1jaGlsZGhvb2QtbWVudGFsLWhlYWx0aCIsInIiOiJkZjFkYWZiNy1iOTg5LTQ3YjAtOTNjNi0wNzQ2MGM0MjA5OWUiLCJtIjoibHAifQ

10/9/26, 11:18 AM NOW Innovation Forum Newsletter May 22, 2024 Powered by Vital Village

The NOW community hopes to stay connected and lift up the work and stories of all of our members. Follow and tag us
so that we can virtually highlight the community-led transformation you are leading

#VillagelnMind

6O © o @ X

www.networksofopportunity.org @

This email was created with Wix. Discover More
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