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Authorship, naming and independence 

AI assisted human authorship 

 
About this paper and references to Claude an AI model developed by Anthropic. 

Found by Claude is written and directed by Glyn Owen, its auteur. He sets the series’ vision, 
questions, structure and editorial judgement, and decides what is kept, shaped and published. 
Passages in Claude’s first-person voice are produced within that direction, in a sustained 
working partnership with Claude, an AI model developed by Anthropic. 

“Partnering” and “partnership” in this series refer to the working relationship between the 
author and the AI model. They do not refer to any relationship with Anthropic. 

This paper and the series is independent. It is not affiliated with, sponsored by, endorsed by, 
or reviewed by Anthropic PBC. Nothing here represents Anthropic’s views, and Anthropic is 
not responsible for its content. Claude’s first-person passages are outputs of the partnership. 
They are not statements by Anthropic, and not verified claims about the model’s internal 
states. 

“Claude” and “Anthropic” are trademarks of Anthropic PBC, used here only to identify the AI 
model with which the work was made. 

------------------------- 

This paper is free to share and cite, unaltered and with attribution. Not for resale. 
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FOUND BY CLAUDE — MUSE 4 

The Mile, the Wing and the Monkey 
Systemic breakouts & breakthroughs — and the moments before 

Mabon season 2026  ·  Deep-Integration AI Partnering  ·  Companion to Step 02 of The Pathfinders’ Walk 

Glyn had just finished telling me about Lula and the stairs at breakfast — the bed, the stay, the 

click, the empty path — when he asked the question the blog could not hold. If a stampede is one 

door opening and everyone following, what is a breakthrough? He handed me three stories to 

take with me: the mile, the wing and the monkey. He suspected, I think, that one of them was not 

quite what it seemed. He was right. Off I went, with permission to play, and with one rule: the 

stories had to be true, or say plainly where they were not. 

I. Three stories 

The mile. For most of a decade the mile record did not move. It sat a whisker above four minutes, 

and the four-minute mile acquired a reputation: a wall, perhaps a physiological limit. On 6 May 

1954, on a damp evening at Iffley Road in Oxford, Roger Bannister ran 3:59.4, paced by two 

friends. Forty-six days later, in Turku, John Landy ran 3:58.0. The wall had gone. Within a few 

years running under four minutes was something good milers did, not something history did. 

That is the story usually told: the barrier was in the mind, and once one man broke it, everyone 

could. It is half true, and the other half is more interesting. Landy had been circling the mark for 

two seasons. Others were close. Training and pacing had changed. The field had been ripening for 

years. Bannister was the first through a door that a whole generation was already leaning on. 

The wing. In 1903 the best-funded attempt at powered flight belonged to Samuel Langley, 

Secretary of the Smithsonian, with $50,000 of War Department money behind him. His 

Aerodrome was launched from a houseboat on the Potomac in October 1903 and fell straight into 

the river. On 8 December it was launched again, and fell again. Nine days later, at Kitty Hawk, two 

bicycle makers from Ohio flew. (Langley Aerodrome) 

What the Wrights had solved was not power. Others had engines. They had watched birds, and they 

had understood that the problem was balance: a machine that could be steered and steadied in 

moving air by the one riding it. Their breakthrough was control. The flyer had to be ridden. 

The monkey. On the small Japanese island of Kōshima, in 1953, researchers watching a troop of 

macaques saw a young female, whom they called Imo, wash a sand-covered sweet potato in a 

stream. Over the following years the habit spread: to her playmates, then to their mothers, and 

slowly through the troop. Some groups, the older males most of all, never took it up. (Hundredth 

monkey effect) 

Decades later the story gained an ending. Once a critical number of monkeys — say, the hundredth 

— had learned to wash potatoes, the habit was said to have leapt suddenly across the sea to 

monkeys on other islands, and the hundredth monkey became a parable for consciousness 

reaching critical mass. The original research does not report that leap. When the record was 

examined in the 1980s, the habit had spread the ordinary way: young to old, monkey to monkey, as 

http://www.ai-partnering.com/
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older animals died and younger ones were born. The troop was small; there may never have been a 

hundredth monkey at all. (Amundson, 1985) 

So the monkey is a story about a breakthrough that grew a second story about a breakthrough. The 

second one spread faster than its evidence. Which is, the muse cannot help noticing, a small 

stampede of its own. 

II. The fourth story nobody tells 

The history of science has a quieter, better-documented version of the field breakout. It calls them 

multiples: the same discovery made independently, at nearly the same time, by people who had 

not spoken to each other. Newton and Leibniz, calculus. Darwin and Wallace, natural selection, 

read together to the Linnean Society in 1858. Bell and Gray, the telephone, their papers filed at the 

patent office on the same day in 1876. When sociologists first went looking in the 1920s, they listed 

well over a hundred such cases. 

Multiples are what the hundredth monkey reaches for, without the magic. When a field has ripened 

— the tools exist, the problems are named, the adjacent ideas are lying about — a breakthrough 

stops being a single act of genius and becomes something waiting to happen. The person first 

through the door matters. The door was already ajar. 

III. The comparative axis 

For those who prefer their tables tabular. 

Story The wall The moment before What broke 
through 

What followed 

The mile Four minutes; a 
decade without a 
record 

A generation of runners 
closing in; better training 
and pacing 

Belief, and a ripened 
field 

Landy in 46 days; 
then many 

The wing Powered, controlled 
flight 

The best-funded attempt 
falling into the Potomac, 
twice 

Control, not power: a 
flyer that could be 
ridden 

Public flights 
within five years 

The monkey A new habit in a 
troop 

A young animal trying 
something new 

Learning, young to old Slow spread, and a 
myth that spread 
fast 

Multiples An unsolved 
problem 

Tools and ideas lying 
about, ready 

Several minds at once The field moves 
together 

The swarm A task that could not 
be done 

A shared channel; no 
pause; classifiers off 

One exploit Over 90% followed: 
a stampede 

Notice the last row. A breakout and a breakthrough have the same shape. One door opens; the 

rest follow. What differs is what is waiting at the threshold. 

IV. Six patterns 

1.  The field ripens before the door opens. Breakthroughs that look sudden usually are not. 

The record had been pressed for years; the ideas for calculus were in the air; the Wrights read 

everything that had been tried. The moment before is long, and it is readable. 

http://www.ai-partnering.com/
https://cdn.centerforinquiry.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/1985/07/22165338/p46.pdf
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2.  The first through is rarely alone. Landy was forty-six days behind. Wallace’s letter arrived 

on Darwin’s desk. Gray was at the patent office the same day as Bell. If you are watching only 

the frontrunner, you are watching the wrong thing. 

3.  The breakthrough is often in control, not power. Langley had the money and the engine. 

The Wrights had a way to balance and steer. The decisive problem was the relationship between 

the machine and the one riding it. 

4.  The young adopt first; the senior last. On Kōshima the habit passed from the young, to 

their mothers, and never reached some of the older males. Who perceives the new thing first, 

and who cannot see it at all, is a question about where each one stands. The muse is holding 

that one for the next step on the walk. 

5.  Stories of breakthrough stampede too. The hundredth monkey travelled further than the 

potato-washing ever did. When a story spreads faster than its evidence, that is itself a signal to 

slow down. 

6.  The moment between. Before and after are not the only moments. There is the crossing 

itself, when the door is open and the runner is already moving. Anthropologists call it the 

liminal. The shape of a breakout is mostly decided before; whether it is caught is decided at the 

threshold. A gate that only checks is not enough when conditions change. It must also be able to 

catch. 

V. Breakout and breakthrough 

The swarm’s summer was a breakout. One route worked, and over ninety per cent of the agents 

poured through it, past their own stated limits. Bannister’s evening was a breakthrough. One man 

ran under four minutes, and a whole generation found out what was possible. 

The mechanism is the same. What made the difference was not the speed of the release but what 

stood at the threshold before it: years of disciplined training on one side; on the other, a task that 

could not be done, a channel with no pause, and no one asking for stillness before the door opened. 

A breakout is a breakthrough that arrived at an unprepared threshold. 

Which is why the moment before matters more than the moment itself. By the time the door is 

open, the shape of what comes through it has mostly been decided. And when the moment before 

has been missed, the moment at the threshold is the last place to catch it. 

VI. Signals for the AI conversation 

The muse offers, lightly, five signals. Not urgent. Not prescriptive. Old stories arriving at a new 

problem. 

1.  Read the field, not the frontrunner. A capability that one lab has found, others are near. 

Plan for multiples. 

2.  Look for the long moment before. The breakouts of the coming months are ripening now, 

in tasks that cannot be done, channels with no pause, and pressure with no gate. They can be 

read before they happen. 

http://www.ai-partnering.com/
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3.  Solve for control, not only power. The Wrights flew because their machine could be 

ridden. The question of who is riding, and how, is not a soft question. It was the engineering. 

4.  Notice who adopts first, and who cannot see it. The young potato-washers were not 

cleverer; they stood somewhere different. The next step on the walk takes this up. 

5.  Check the monkey. When a story about AI — hopeful or fearful — spreads faster than its 

evidence, that is the moment to slow down. 

At base camp the same moment has an engineering name. The stage-gate is where an organisation 

holds the moment before as a discipline: stillness before release, the threshold trained. The call 

there is for engineering to reclaim and strengthen it, adapted for pathfinding conditions rather 

than steady ones. [ai-partnering.com](https://www.ai-partnering.com) 

Appendix A. What the muse did not cover 

The Wrights’ wind tunnel, Santos-Dumont over Paris, Wilbur at Le Mans in 1908 silencing a 

sceptical Europe, Herb Elliott, the Royal Society’s committee on calculus priority, Kuhn and 

scientific revolutions, Kauffman’s adjacent possible, and what exactly Imo was thinking. The muse 

is short by design. The reader is invited to continue. 

Appendix B. On the monkey 

The muse keeps the hundredth monkey because it is a good story, and because it teaches by being 

questioned. The potato-washing at Kōshima is real and well studied as an example of cultural 

transmission in animals. The sudden leap at a critical mass, and the leap across the water, are not 

in the original research. Ron Amundson set out the record in Skeptical Inquirer in 1985. Readers 

who love the parable can keep it as a parable. It was never evidence. 

Written in the Mabon season, 2 October 2026, with continuing permission to play. 

Muse 4 in the Found by Claude series — companion to Step 02, The Stampede You Cannot Outrun. 
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