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Mission: 
· The Oklahoma Dental Association fosters an awareness of the obligations and responsibilities of the dental profession to society, to help advance the art and science of dentistry, and to promote public health and health services in the State of Oklahoma.

The purpose of this Association shall be:
· to promote public health and health services in the State of Oklahoma,
· to advance the art and science of dentistry,
· to represent the interest of the members of the dental profession and the public which it serves, and
· to foster an awareness of the obligations and responsibilities of the dental profession to society.
· In the discharge of this purpose the Association shall maintain the status of a chartered constituent society of the American Dental Association and shall be represented in the House of Delegates of the American Dental Association as provided by the Constitution and Bylaws of that Association.

Why contact us?
· For media related questions concerning the ODA please contact Tina Evans, Director of Communications and Education at tevans@okda.org or by phone at 405.848.8873 or 800.876.8890.

OKDA at a glance
· It is a nonprofit organization
· It  was established in 1907
· It is an affiliate of the American Dental Association
· Its journal has run since 1911
· Its tagline is “keeping dentistry strong in Oklahoma”
· Produces and sponsors the Oklahoma Mission of Mercy
· Has more than 1500 members
· It is headquartered on Oklahoma City

OKDA provides the following services
· To members
· Since the establishment of the OU College of Dentistry, the ODA has been dedicated to helping dental students in many ways, including extending full membership benefits to ASDA members, making them full ODA members.
· Mentorship Program
· Mentor programs in the dental profession are an integral part of the professional continuum. Mentor/Mentee relationships provide a structure for gathering opinions, providing guidance and support, obtaining answers to questions and strengthening the professional bonds. With the support from a dedicated dentist, you can be more successful as a student and as a member of the dental profession.
· Student Fall Festival 
· Each August, all dental students, and their families are invited to a back-to-school picnic at the ODA office. The event is complete with food and fun for the entire family. Students are also eligible to win one of the many door prizes donated by our Membership Council members. 
· ASDA Dues 
· Students are encouraged to join the American Student Dental Association while they are in dental school. Because of the financial strain dental school can be for students, the ODA pays half of the dues for each student that attends the Student Fall Festival! 
· ADA New Dentist Conference 
· Each year, the ADA holds a New Dentist Conference in different locations around the country. This is an exciting and useful conference for all new dentists, but many cannot afford to go. The ODA offers two $1,000 stipends each year so members can attend. One is always reserved for a graduating DSIV student. Learn more about the 2017 ADA New Dentist Conference in Atlanta! 
· OUCOD Scientific Award 
· Each year, the University of Oklahoma College of Dentistry holds an annual Scientific Day where dental students, dental hygiene students, and residents present findings from their research projects or new and innovative clinical techniques. The ODA provides a $300 award to one of the participants each year that helps offset their expenses when traveling to present their project at the ADA Annual Meeting. 
· DentFest
· ASDA invites multiple companies that are dental-specific to this annual event. The ODA participates and distributes information about ODA membership and programs, as well as donates door prizes to assist in the event’s success. 


· Progressive Office Tour 
· The Progressive Office Tour is a free evening for the University Of Oklahoma College Of Dentistry's DS3s to see the latest and greatest dental technology in their own backyard. Students will be sent in one of three groups going to Norman, Edmond or Oklahoma City dental offices for an opportunity to tour the office, learn about different specialties and hear what ODA membership is all about. Sign up for the 2017 Progressive Office Tour.
· http://www.okda.org/members-only/
· This site is designed to help ODA members stay up to date on ODA news, provide tools to grow your practice and offer additional resources not available on the public site such as Rewards partners discount codes, ready-made excused absence form for patients, and so much more! 
· http://www.okda.org/members-only/resources/ada-links/ 
· Teach Good Oral Health Habits
· Educating children on proper dental care is important for their overall health. Teaching good habits can help to ensure that children maintain healthy teeth and gums.
· http://www.okda.org/members-only/get-involved/mentorship/ 
· Mentorship Program
· You can make a difference in the life of a dental student. Learn how you can become a mentor.
· http://www.okda.org/members-only/get-involved/leadership-academy/
· Leadership Academy
· The ODA Leadership Academy is a bi-annual event that offers candidates a series of education courses in preparation as future organized dentistry leaders.
· http://www.okda.org/members-only/get-involved/serve/
· Serve the ODA
· Are you interested in becoming more active with the ODA through participation in a Council or Committee? Learn more about all of the different opportunities.
· http://www.okda.org/members-only/new-dentists/resources/
· New Dentist Resources
· Click here for helpful information for you and your practice.
· To the public
· http://www.okda.org/programs/get-involved/okmom/
· Oklahoma Mission of Mercy
· OKMOM is a free two-day dental clinics designed to treat the most pressing needs of people who are either uninsured, underinsured or would normally not have access to dental care.
· http://www.okda.org/programs/get-involved/mobile-smiles/
· MobileSmiles Oklahoma
· MobileSmiles Oklahoma is a nonprofit dental care program dedicated to eliminating barriers to dental care access.
· http://www.okda.org/members-only/resources/ada-links/
· Teach Good Oral Health Habits
· Educating children on proper dental care is important for their overall health. Teaching good habits can help to ensure that children maintain healthy teeth and gums.
· http://www.okda.org/members-only/new-dentists/workshops-and-events/
· New Dentist Workshops & Events
· Click here for the schedule of upcoming New Dentist events.
· http://www.okda.org/members-only/new-dentists/dental-load-repayment-plan/
· Dental Loan Repayment Program
· Click here for information on the Oklahoma State Department of Health's Dental Loan Repayment Program.
FAQ section
1. What is the Oklahoma Dental Association?
a. The Oklahoma Dental Association is a non-profit organization whose mission is to foster an awareness of the obligations and responsibilities of the dental profession to society, to help advance the art and science of dentistry, and to promote public health and health services in the State of Oklahoma.
2. How many dentists in Oklahoma are members of the Oklahoma Dental Association and the American Dental Association?
3. How is the Oklahoma Dental Association funded?
4. How is the Oklahoma Dental Association connected to the American Dental Association?
a. The purpose of this Association shall be:
i. to promote public health and health services in the State of Oklahoma,
ii. to advance the art and science of dentistry,
iii. to represent the interest of the members of the dental profession and the public which it serves, and
iv. to foster an awareness of the obligations and responsibilities of the dental profession to society.
b. In the discharge of this purpose the Association shall maintain the status of a chartered constituent society of the American Dental Association and shall be represented in the House of Delegates of the American Dental Association as provided by the Constitution and Bylaws of that Association
5. How do Oklahoma residents benefit from the efforts of the Oklahoma Dental Association?
6. How many of Oklahoma residents do not have dental insurance?
a. About 1.4 million Oklahomans are without dental care benefits, according to the Oklahoma Dental Association. (http://newsok.com/article/3927132)
7. What percentage of Oklahoma dentists participate in Oklahoma Mission of Mercy?
8. How many Oklahomans benefit from Oklahoma Mission of Mercy?
a. The 2017 “clinic marked the eighth Mission of Mercy event in the Sooner State. More than 1,200 people received high-quality dental care, lifting the effort’s lifetime patient total in Oklahoma to more than 13,000.” (https://nondoc.com/2017/02/06/mission-of-mercy-dental-care/)
9. What is the Oklahoma Dental Association doing to help get more residents insured?
10. What percentages of Oklahoma children visit the dentist?
a. 
11. What oral health care challenges does the Oklahoma Dental Association see in Oklahoma? Is the problem associated with a particular region or demographic? What will be done to help remedy the problem?
12. What is the Oklahoma Dental Association's position on amalgam/dental fillings?
13. What is the Oklahoma Dental Association's position on water fluoridation?
14. What is the Oklahoma Dental Association's position on cross-border dentistry?

Oklahoma Oral health facts
· 23% of adults in Oklahoma avoid smiling due to the condition of their mouth and teeth.
· 40% of low income adults in Oklahoma avoid smiling due to the condition of their mouth and teeth.
· 79% in Oklahoma feel they need to visit the dentist twice per year.
· 81% of adults in Oklahoma believe straight, bright teeth help you get ahead in life.
· 40%of high income adults in Oklahoma cite fear as a reason not to visit the dentist.

http://www.ada.org/en/science-research/health-policy-institute/oral-health-and-well-being/Oklahoma-facts

http://c1-preview.prosites.com/30459/wy/docs/PDF%20Files/ODAJournals/JulyAugust2007WEB.pdf




