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The Standard Before Success
When Opportunity Comes, It’s Too Late to Prepare — John Wooden
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I n sales, that truth lands harder than most of us like to admit.

Success in medium-to-complex deals rarely comes down to charm, timing,
or even product mastery. It’s built on readiness. The kind forged long

before the opportunity arrives. Strategic, situational, practiced.

Too often, it is tempting to wait for the big deal, the next quarter, or the next

initiative before we sharpen our skills or refine our process. But when the

moment comes, it’s already too late to prepare. The competitors who did their
work early, who refined their questioning frameworks, practiced value

articulation, and mastered objection navigation, will win while others wish.

And that’s why 2026 starts now.

The kickoff is a mirror
Sales Kickoffs (SKOs) are not just an event on the calendar. It’s a mirror: reflecting how intentionally any organization is preparing
for what’s next. It’s where mindset meets method. Where preparation meets possibility. And where teams decide whether 2026

will be a reaction year or a domination year.

Organizations that are determined to make the most of 2026 are shaping their SKOs now. They’re identifying the behavioral gaps
that slow deals, curating training experiences that reflect real sales complexity, and aligning every session to the priorities that

actually move revenue.

If we wait until January, we’ll deliver motivation. If we plan now, we’ll deliver mastery.

Three priorities define a high-impact SKO
Relevance over routine. Skip the generic. Build content around what our sellers actually face: multi-threaded committees,
delayed decisions, and procurement bottlenecks.

Practice over presentation. Let’s continue to replace “talking at” with “training through.” Real impact comes when our teams

practice storytelling, value mapping, and objection handling in realistic scenarios.

Momentum over moments. As we all know, an SKO is not the finish line; it’s the starting gun. Every session should connect to a

follow-through plan: coaching cadences, dashboards, and reinforcement tools that turn training into habit.

Because when opportunity comes, it’s too late to prepare.

The question isn’t whether our 2026 SKO will inspire. The question is whether it will equip.

Whether we lead your SKO or another partner does, the standard should never change: clarity, precision, and purpose.

It’s the rigor we hold ourselves to, and the reason our clients don’t just inspire their teams. They equip them to win.

Let’s talk.
The first call with Predictive Wins is free and runs twenty-five minutes.

No deck, no pitch. Scan the code or visit predictivewins.com.
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