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LIBERTY
by Paul Eluard

English translation by A. S. Kline

Excerpts from the poem
(as used in the work):

On my notebooks from school
On my desk and the trees

On the sand on the snow

I write your name

On every page read

On all the white sheets*
Stone blood paper or ash
[ write your name

On the golden images
On the soldier’s weapons
On the crowns of kings

I write your name

On the jungle the desert
The nests and the bushes
On the echo of childhood
Iwrite your name

On the wonder of nights
On the white bread of days
On the seasons engaged

[ write your niame

On each breath of the dawn
On the ships on the sea

On the mountain demented
I write your name

On the foam of the clouds
On the sweat of the storm
On dark insipid rain

[ write your name

* word changed to 'pages' by the composer

On the glittering forms
On the bells of colour
On physical truth

I write your name

On the wakened paths
On the opened ways
On the scattered places
I write your name

On my ravaged refuges

On my fallen lighthouses
On the walls-of my"boredom
[ write your name

On.passionless absence
On naked'solitude

On the marches of death
I write-your-name

On health-that’s regained
On danger that’s past

On hope without memories
I write your name

By the power of the word
I regain my life

I was born to know you
And to name you
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