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MalVax 2027: The First Global Malaria Vaccine Alliance R&D Conference
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
General Questions about the Conference
What is the goal of the MalVax 2027 conference?
The goal of the inaugural conference is built around showcasing the most exciting, up-to-date science across the malaria vaccine space. Rather than us second guessing who will have the most exciting results to present, we plan that most talks will be drawn directly from abstract submissions.
Who is the conference intended for?
The MalVax 2027 Conference is intended to bring together the international research and development (R&D) community to share evidence, strengthen collaboration, and accelerate progress towards next-generation malaria vaccines. We welcome all stakeholders involved in malaria vaccine development, including from:
· Universities and academic institutions
· Pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies
· Research institutes
· Funders (philanthropy, foundations, bilateral donors)
· Ministries of Health and regulatory authorities
· WHO and other multilateral organizations (e.g. UN agencies, Gavi, Global Fund)
· Implementing and technical partners (e.g. NGOs)
Who are the conference organisers?
The MalVax Executive Committee established a Scientific Conference Committee (SCC)  to provide strategic and technical guidance for the planning, programme development, abstract selection and execution of the conference. The SCC comprises a group of 22 internationally recognised experts drawn from across the malaria vaccine ecosystem, including basic research and immunology, pre-clinical and clinical development, regulatory, public health, and policy. Visit the MalVax website for details of the SCC members. Conference logistics are also being managed by the MalVax Support Unit at Bridges to Development. 
What does the conference programme cover?
While the final programme will be shaped by the abstracts received, scientific sessions are expected to cover the malaria vaccine life cycle: pre-erythrocytic vaccines, blood-stage vaccines, transmission-blocking vaccines, and multi-stage vaccines. While Plasmodium falciparum vaccines are the primary focus, we also welcome content on P. vivax and multi-species vaccines, vaccines targeting malaria in pregnancy, and monoclonal antibodies.
How do I register for the conference?
You will find details on how to register for the conference on the MalVax website. Alternatively, the following link will take you directly to the conference registration page: MalVax 2027 Registration
Do I need to submit and abstract to register and attend the conference?
No, you do not need to submit an abstract to participate. There will be many attendees at the conference who did not submit an abstract.  
How do I submit an abstract?
You will find details on how to submit an abstract for the conference on the MalVax website. Alternatively, the following link will take you directly to the abstract submission page: MalVax 2027 Abstract Submissions
What are you looking for in an abstract?
The Scientific Conference Committee are looking for abstracts that present current, in-motion science — not just polished, completed studies. Early-stage findings, novel methodologies, unexpected or null results, and work that challenges existing assumptions are all welcome. We especially want to hear from researchers who aren't already well-known names in this field. You can find all the details in the “Call for Abstracts” section of the MalVax website. 
How will abstracts be reviewed, and what criteria matter?
The Scientific Conference Committee will follow a grading rubric to evaluate abstract submissions considering the following: scientific quality, innovation and contribution, and diversity. Scientific quality considers elements such as a clear research question, appropriate study design, sound methodology, and conclusions supported by credible data. Innovation and contribution consider whether the abstract generates new evidence, addresses an important knowledge gap, and contributes to malaria vaccine development, delivery, policy, strategy, equity, or access. To ensure the conference programme represents diverse perspectives and topics, the SCC will also consider how abstracts cover the range of vaccine types and stages of the vaccine lifecycle, different geographies, and feature new, or early-career research talent.
When will I know if my abstract submission has been accepted?
All eligible abstracts submitted ahead of the 7 September 2026 deadline will be reviewed by the Scientific Conference Committee during the last three weeks of September. We aim to send notifications by mid-October 2026.
Can I use AI tools to help write my abstract?
We do not prohibit the use of AI tools when preparing your abstract, but we do ask that the science, the analysis, and the ideas are your own. We ask that authors confirm the abstract represents their own original work and judgment. 
Will you refund my registration fee if I have to cancel my participation?
Refunds for a registration fee will be provided only if the request reaches us with sufficient advance notice. As such, no refunds for registration will be granted after Sunday, 20 December 2026. Please direct your request to conference@malvax.org.
If I’ve registered and have not been granted travel support, will my registration fee be refunded? 
See the response above, as the deadline for refund requests will be the same.
Is there a reduced registration fee for LMIC-based researchers or students?
Yes, the pricing of conference registration falls under the following categories:
· Low-and middle-income country (LMIC) student/ Post-doc: $50
· LMIC professional: $150
· Standard student/ Post-doc: $150 
· Standard Professional: $400 
What are the key dates for the conference (abstract deadline, travel support deadline, registration deadline)?
Please be sure to visit the MalVax website for information on the conference timeline and ensure you have completed the Engagement Contact Form to receive our newsletter updates about the conference and the MalVax Alliance in general.  The abstract submission deadline is 7 September 2026. Registrations will likely close by mid-November.
Will the conference be live-streamed?
No, the conference will not be live-streamed.
Travel Support for MalVax 2027 Conference
If I am applying for travel support, must I register and pay the registration fee?
You do not need to register to apply for travel support. Some may wait to register for the conference until after the outcome of a travel support application is known. However, we are asking all registrants to self-pay the registration fee. Tiered pricing has been set to ensure registration fees are not a barrier to participation.
If I am not an LMIC researcher, may I apply for travel support to attend the conference? If so, what do you look for in an application?
It is not a requirement to be based in a low- and middle-income country (LMIC) to apply for travel support. That said, priority is given to supporting participants from LMICs, so this is an important factor considered in the review of applications.
If provided with travel support, will the costs be fully covered for me?
Not necessarily. Travel support consists of a lump sum, based on the average cost of flights from your region, intended to help offset the cost of travelling to attend the conference. Breakfast, lunch, and some evening receptions will be provided to all attendees. If you are awarded travel support, your accommodation will be booked directly by the Support Unit, but any incidental expenses remain your own responsibility.
What happens if the amount provided still isn't sufficient to enable me to attend?
We hope that the travel support provided will be sufficient to offset your travel costs. If it isn't, we hope that you will be able to identify other resources to help fill the gap so that you are still able to participate.
When will I be notified of the outcome on my travel support application?
Notification of the outcome of travel support applications is expected in early October, around 15 October.
Who books my air tickets and arranges my visa?
It is your responsibility, as the traveller, to book your own air tickets and to arrange any visas you require. If you need a visa support letter, please complete the relevant questions on the conference registration form. Once your arrival and departure dates are finalised, please let the Support Unit know so that they can secure your hotel room.
Who books my hotel room?
Once your arrival and departure dates are finalised, please let the Support Unit know so that they can book your hotel room for you.
If I’ve registered and have not been granted travel support, will my registration fee be refunded? 
Refunds for a registration fee will be provided only if the request reaches us with sufficient advance notice. As such, no refunds for registration will be granted after Sunday, 20 December 2026. Please direct your request to conference@malvax.org.
Support for parents at the Conference
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]What kind of support is available to allow for the participation of parents with dependent children?
Family members can be included in accommodation bookings and there are babysitting services available at the conference venue. We are exploring options for a parent room, please reach out to the conference organisers if this is something that would help you participate or for any other questions.
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