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MalVax Alliance Inaugural Scientific Conference
Call for Abstracts
	LOCATION
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
	CONFERENCE DATE
31 Jan – 3 Feb 2027
	ABSTRACT SUBMISSIONS ACCEPTED
30 July 2026 – 14 Sept 2026


Join us to shape the next era of malaria vaccine development
The First Malaria Vaccine (MalVax) Alliance Conference will take place in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 31 January to 3 February 2027, bringing together the international research and development (R&D) community to share evidence, strengthen collaboration, and accelerate progress towards next-generation malaria vaccines. It will also serve as a platform to share and collaborate on the newly launched MalVax Alliance Working Groups on clinical trial design and endpoints, assays, and modelling and share status of expected outputs.
Abstract submissions will open on 30 July 2026 and are anticipated to close on 7 September 2026. Researchers of all career stages and partners from across the malaria vaccine R&D community are invited to submit their latest scientific work, including original research, new data, and innovations supporting the acceleration of malaria vaccine development.
Venue and travel
The conference was originally planned to be held in Kigali, Rwanda. In light of the evolving Ebola outbreak in the region, the organisers completed a review of alternative venues across Africa, Europe, and Asia. The review prioritised ease of participation for colleagues from Africa and other countries where visa access has historically been a barrier, together with cancellation risk, flight connectivity from all regions, and suitable meeting infrastructure.
Kuala Lumpur offers visa-free entry or straightforward online eVisas for most participants, strong flight connectivity avoiding Middle East transit hubs, and world-class meeting infrastructure. Travel and accommodation support will be available to encourage broad participation from colleagues in low- and middle-income countries, with further details shared at registration. As the meeting will not be virtual, selected abstracts will require in person attendance.
Abstract Submission Scientific Themes 
Conference Themes are anticipated to be primarily structured by life-cycle stage of vaccines and feature across 6 planned Scientific Sessions and 2 Poster Sessions:
Plasmodium falciparum vaccines will be the primary focus of the meeting, but abstracts covering Plasmodium vivax or multi-Plasmodium species vaccines, vaccines targeting malaria in pregnancy, or monoclonal antibodies are also welcomed for submission and consideration by the Scientific Conference Committee (SCC).
The conference invites abstracts across the pipeline from discovery to delivery implications for Research and Development, related to one or more of the following broad themes:
1. Pre-Erythrocytic Vaccines (PEV)
1. Blood-Stage Vaccines (BSV)
1. Transmission-Blocking Vaccines (TBV)
1. Multi-Stage Vaccines
1. Preclinical and Clinical Development
1. Vaccine Immunology (e.g. vaccine immunogenicity, immune monitoring, surrogate markers)
1. Modelling related to any of the above
1. Lessons for clinical development (e.g. from social or implementation sciences)
1. Adjuvants
1. Vaccine approval and implementation as they inform R&D
Who Should Submit
This conference welcomes the whole malaria scientific community. Abstract submissions are welcome from:
· Universities and academic institutions
· Research institutes
· Ministries of Health and regulatory authorities
· Implementing and technical partners (e.g. NGOs)
· Pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies
· Funders (philanthropy, foundations, bilateral donors)
· WHO and other multilateral organizations (e.g. UN agencies, Gavi, Global Fund)
We strongly encourage participation from partners in low- and middle-income countries and submissions from early career researchers.  Details about applying for travel support will be shared at registration.
Submission Requirements
Abstracts must be written in English and not exceed 275 words, excluding title and authors. Full details will be available on the submission portal. 
Next Steps
The abstract submission portal will open on 30 July 2026 through a new MalVax website once it goes live, where full submission guidelines and further information on travel support and venue will be provided. An updated Call for Abstracts will be circulated when the portal is opened.
We encourage you to share this Call for Abstracts with colleagues who may be interested.
Stay Informed
Stay informed by signing up to receive the latest conference updates, programme announcements, and other important news. If you have already completed our engagement survey, there is no need for further action. If you haven’t, and wish to join our mailing list please complete our survey:  MalVax Alliance Engagement Survey


This Call for Abstracts has been issued on behalf of the MalVax Alliance Executive Committee:
1. Melissa Penny, Professor Fiona Stanley Chair in Child Health Research, The Kids Research Institute (Australia)
1. Simon Draper, Professor of Vaccinology and Translational Medicine, University of Oxford (UK)
1. Katharine Collins, Senior Program Officer, Global Health R&D, Coefficient Giving (UK)
And the Co-Chairs of the MalVax Scientific Conference Committee:
· Jake Baum, Professor of Infectious Diseases and Head of School, University New South Wales (Australia)
· Melissa Kapulu, Principal Research Investigator, KEMRI-Wellcome Trust Research Programme (Kenya)
For any questions, please contact the Bridges to Development Support Unit: info@malvax.org
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