
The choice between ETL and ELT can make the difference between needlessly burning engineering
hours rebuilding data pipelines and empowering analysts to adjust data models as needed.

By contrast, in Extract, Load, Transform, transformations 
take place in the destination.

Extract Transform
Data warehouse

Load

Data pipelines frequently encounter upstream schema changes or downstream changes to
business needs. Let’s walk through how ETL and ELT deal with both.

What happens when the source changes?

Use a fully managed ELT solution to make life easier for your data team.

What happens when downstream business needs change?

Learn more about the Fivetran approach to data integration at fivetran.com/signup

In traditional Extract, Transform, Load, transformations
are tightly coupled with extraction and loading.
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Source changes. Transformation breaks. No loading to destination.

ETL vs. ELT
Why you should use an ELT architecture for 

data integration and data movement

You can move data from a source to a destination using either ETL or ELT.
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Pipeline rewritten to restore compliance with requirements.
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Extract Load

Source changes. Transformation breaks. No loading to destination.
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You rewrite some SQL in the destination.

Extract and load still run, but the transformations break.
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Pipeline rewritten to resure compliance with requirements.
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Requirements change. Destination no longer meets requirement.
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Rewrite some SQL in the destination.
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Transformations at the destination no longer produce the desired output.
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