
FANTASTIC LESBIANS

THE BOOKS
COLLECTION
A visual guide to the books shared, discussed and
critiqued by the Fantastic Lesbians community.

10
Minutes
38
Seconds
in This

Elif Shafak

Beyond
the Pale

Elana
Dykewomon

Josephine
Tey
mysteries

Nicola Upson;
also the novels

Scotch
Verdict

Lillian
Faderman

The
Passion

Jeanette
Winterson

FEBRUARY – OCTOBER 2026

89 BOOKS  /  SELECTED SPOTLIGHTS + COMPLETE INDEX



FANTASTIC LESBIANS  /  READING COLLECTION

BOOKS DISCUSSED  ·  FEB–OCT 2026 02

BOOK SPOTLIGHTS
Selected works from the community reading list

The Well of
Loneliness

Radclyffe Hall

The Well of
Loneliness

Radclyffe Hall

A landmark early novel about
Stephen Gordon, whose
search for love and
belonging confronts the
constraints placed on lesbian
lives.

Stone Butch
Blues

Leslie Feinberg

Stone Butch Blues

Leslie Feinberg

A powerful novel exploring
gender expression,
working-class life,
community and the struggle
to live authentically.

The Gilda
Stories

Jewelle Gomez

The Gilda Stories

Jewelle Gomez

A genre-blending vampire
novel following a Black
lesbian heroine through
centuries of identity, kinship
and change.

The
Safekeep

Yael van der Wouden

The Safekeep

Yael van der Wouden

A tense, intimate post-war
Dutch novel in which an
unexpected relationship
unsettles long-held
assumptions and hidden
histories.
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BOOK SPOTLIGHTS
Selected works from the community reading list

The Passion

Jeanette Winterson

The Passion

Jeanette Winterson

A lyrical historical novel
intertwining love, obsession
and gender-fluid storytelling
against the backdrop of
Napoleonic Europe.

Patience
and Sarah

Isabel Miller

Patience and Sarah

Isabel Miller

A tender historical love story
about two women who
imagine making a life
together in
nineteenth-century America.

10 Minutes
38 Seconds
in This
Strange
World

Elif Shafak

10 Minutes 38
Seconds in This
Strange World

Elif Shafak

A moving story of memory,
friendship and marginalised
lives, unfolding through the
final recollections of a
woman in Istanbul.

Hamnet

Maggie O’Farrell

Hamnet

Maggie O’Farrell

An evocative reimagining of
Shakespeare’s family,
centred on grief, motherhood
and the enduring force of
love.
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BOOK SPOTLIGHTS
Selected works from the community reading list

Milkman

Anna Burns

Milkman

Anna Burns

An inventive novel about
surveillance, rumour and
coercion in a community
shaped by political conflict.

Shuggie
Bain

Douglas Stuart

Shuggie Bain

Douglas Stuart

A portrait of a Glasgow
childhood, family devotion
and hardship, told through
the bond between a boy and
his mother.

Invisible
Women

Caroline Criado Perez

Invisible Women

Caroline Criado Perez

An investigation of how data
gaps and male-centred
assumptions affect women in
everyday life and public
policy.

H Is for
Hawk

Helen Macdonald

H Is for Hawk

Helen Macdonald

A memoir of grief, nature
and recovery through the
demanding experience of
training a goshawk.
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COMPLETE BOOK INDEX
All titles and authors from the supplied list · alphabetical order

01 10 Minutes 38 Seconds in This Strange World
Elif Shafak

02 A Family Matter
Claire Lynch

03 A Fool’s Wisdom
Steven Young

04 A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian
Marina Lewycka

05 A Tale for the Time Being
Ruth Ozeki

06 Afterimage
Helen Humphreys

07 Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
Lewis Carroll

08 Alien Clay
Adrian Tchaikovsky

09 As a Lover
Hilary McCollum

10 Beyond the Pale
Elana Dykewomon

11 Birnam Wood
Eleanor Catton

12 Blue Sisters
Coco Mellors

13 Boots of Leather, Slippers of Gold
Elizabeth Lapovsky Kennedy and Madeline D. Davis

14 Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbia…
Adrienne Rich

15 Desert of the Heart
Jane Rule

16 Fall on Your Knees
Ann-Marie MacDonald

17 Flight Behaviour
Barbara Kingsolver

18 H Is for Hawk
Helen Macdonald

19 Hamnet
Maggie O’Farrell

20 Harry Potter
J. K. Rowling

21 His Dark Materials
Philip Pullman

22 How to Be Both
Ali Smith

23 I Wish I Was a Lesbian
edited by Angela C. Wild

24 Impassioned Clay
Stevie Davies

25 In Memoriam
Alice Winn

26 Invisible Women
Caroline Criado Perez

27 Jane Eyre
Charlotte Brontë

28 John of John
Douglas Stuart

29 Josephine Tey mysteries
Nicola Upson; also the novels of Josephine Tey

30 Lesbians
Julie Bindel

31 Let Them!
Mel Robbins

32 Life After Life
Kate Atkinson

33 Lord of the Flies
William Golding

34 Love Me Tender
Constance Debré

35 Malory Towers
Enid Blyton

36 Mapp and Lucia
E. F. Benson

37 May We Feed the King
Rebecca Perry

38 Milkman
Anna Burns

39 Moll Cutpurse
Ellen Galford

40 Mrs Dalloway
Virginia Woolf

41 Music and Splendour
Kate O’Brien

42 My Brilliant Career
Miles Franklin

43 One! Hundred! Demons!
Lynda Barry

44 Patience and Sarah
Isabel Miller

45 Peter Pan
J. M. Barrie

46 Pride and Prejudice
Jane Austen

47 Pride and Prejudice and Zombies
Seth Grahame-Smith

48 Realm of the Elderlings
Robin Hobb

49 Sapphistries
Leila J. Rupp

50 Scotch Verdict
Lillian Faderman

51 Shuggie Bain
Douglas Stuart

52 Six of One
Rita Mae Brown

53 Spent
Alison Bechdel

54 Stone Butch Blues
Leslie Feinberg

55 Summer Will Show
Sylvia Townsend Warner

56 Tess of the d’Urbervilles
Thomas Hardy
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All titles and authors from the supplied list · alphabetical order

57 The Book of Form and Emptiness
Ruth Ozeki

58 The Diary of Samuel Pepys
Samuel Pepys

59 The Escape Artist
Judith Katz

60 The Gilda Stories
Jewelle Gomez

61 The Goldfinch
Donna Tartt

62 The Group
Mary McCarthy

63 The Happiness Project
Gretchen Rubin

64 The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
Douglas Adams

65 The Island of Missing Trees
Elif Shafak

66 The Lacuna
Barbara Kingsolver

67 The Last Nude
Ellis Avery

68 The Last Straight Woman
Phoebe Maltz Bovy

69 The More Beautiful World Our Hearts Know I…
Charles Eisenstein

70 The Odyssey
Homer

71 The Passion
Jeanette Winterson

72 The Picture of Dorian Gray
Oscar Wilde

73 The Poisonwood Bible
Barbara Kingsolver

74 The Safekeep
Yael van der Wouden

75 The Salt Roads
Nalo Hopkinson

76 The Testaments
Margaret Atwood

77 The Well of Loneliness
Radclyffe Hall

78 The Wind in the Willows
Kenneth Grahame

79 The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle
Haruki Murakami

80 There Are Rivers in the Sky
Elif Shafak

81 These Days
Lucy Caldwell

82 Trans
Helen Joyce

83 Ulysses
James Joyce

84 Venus Envy
Rita Mae Brown

85 When Will There Be Good News?
Kate Atkinson

86 Wuthering Heights
Emily Brontë

87 Yap! A History of Small Dogs
Stephanie Howard-Smith

88 Young Mungo
Douglas Stuart

89 Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance
Robert M. Pirsig



