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ABOUT YOUTH EMPOWERMENT AND SUPPORT SERVICES (YESS)

Who We Are
MISSION 
To collaboratively build a network of care to 
ensure youth get the expert help they need, when 
they need it, and where they need it. 

VISION 
A more connected, holistic, and lower-barrier 
system for youth in crisis. 

VALUES 
• Courage to be honest, vulnerable, and curious. 

• �Connection with all stakeholders, both internal 
and external, to establish trust, empathy, and 
understanding.

• �Commitment to lead with intention, to make a 
meaningful difference, and be accountable in  
all we do. 

What We Do
Established in 1981, YESS is the only 24/7 youth support 
centre in the Edmonton Metro area providing youth 
with access to safe sleeping and trauma-informed 
programs. We offer a comprehensive approach that 
involves more than a place to sleep, but de-escalation, 
targeted planning, and a transparent and collaborative 
approach to youth care. 

24/7 SHELTER AND TRANSITIONAL/
BRIDGE HOUSING
Our 16-bed shelter is a safe, secure, and immediate 
place to stay for youth aged 15 to 21. The shelter 
provides beds for sleeping, basic needs like food, 
clothing, showers and laundry, school supplies, and 
packed lunches for school or work. 

Our transitional/bridge housing program provides long-
term support to assist youth with stable, autonomous 
living. This is a safe place for all youth, with support and 
access to staff.

PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES
We offer daytime access to primary medical health care, 
mental health support through our Wellness Integration 
Team, connections to housing, and other critical 
resources for youth aged 15 to 24. This space provides 
basic needs and shelter from the elements in  
a safe, welcoming place.
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A NEW CEO, A NEW CHAPTER FOR YESS 
Hello friends,

If we were to summarize this past year at YESS, it might be “growing through what we’re going through.” It’s been a 
year of movement - sometimes forward, sometimes sideways, occasionally backward - but always with intention. 
And most importantly, always with youth at the centre of it all.

At YESS, change isn’t just something we endure, it’s something we lean into. It has been a year of digging in: 
economic uncertainty, internal adjustments, shifting needs, and the ongoing work of supporting young people as 
they navigate trauma. But through it all, we’ve kept our eyes fixed on our strategic plan - continued investment in 
services and programs built around support, connection, and relationships.

Our amazing team? Unstoppable. We’ve strengthened our operations and future capacity with strategic additions. 
These additions are more than hires, they’re milestones in a bigger vision to keep youth care sustainable and future 
focused. Calculated bold steps forward to help build the foundation we need to keep showing up for youth with 
the strength, creativity, and support they deserve. 

Thanks to the support of our donors, funders, and partners, we’ve made meaningful progress: expanding access, 
evolving programming, and co-creating safe, inclusive spaces where youth in crisis are seen, heard, and supported. 
Your trust allows us to respond with compassion and creativity, even when the path forward is complex.

As we look ahead, we’re excited to keep growing together. Our “Tap into YESS” series, donor luncheons, and 
emerging events are creating new opportunities for connection, and we know it’s strong relationships that will 
continue to carry this work forward.

A big shoutout also goes out to our awesome Board of Directors. Your steady support, and tireless dedication have 
been key in steering us through this year’s twists and turns. You help shape the vision, anchor the mission, and 
keep us grounded - all while cheering us on every step of the way. Thank you championing the work, and helping 
make YESS stronger, bolder, and braver every day. We’re so lucky to have you on this journey with us.

So here’s to you; our incredible community of supporters. Thank you for walking with us, believing in us, and 
showing up for the incredible young people we serve. We couldn’t do this without you, and we wouldn’t want to.

Corey Mowles 
President & CEO 
Youth Empowerment and Support Services
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2024-2025: A YEAR OF IMPACT AT YESS

Key Achievements at YESS 
OUTCOME BUCKETS:

In 2023 – 2024,  
21% of the youth we 

served were new to YESS

In 2024–2025,  
we saw an increase of 21% for youth 
served, with 37% being new to YESS

16 days
Average stay at YESS: 

2023 – 2024
2024 – 2025

+21% 
of Youth Served

21% New 37% New

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?
 Increased new youth served highlights that the need continues to grow
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LETTER FROM BOARD CHAIR, STEVEN EWASKIW 
This past year has been one of significant transition and renewal for YESS. As we reflect on all that has unfolded, we 
do so with deep appreciation for our past and strong confidence in our future.

We bid farewell to Margo Long, our outgoing CEO, whose leadership and vision have been instrumental in shaping 
YESS into the organization it is today. Margo’s unwavering dedication to creating a safe and inclusive space for 
vulnerable youth has left an indelible legacy, and we thank her for her years of extraordinary service. Her impact 
will continue to be felt for years to come. 

Following an exhaustive and thoughtful search process, we were thrilled to welcome Corey Mowles as the new 
CEO of YESS. Corey brings a dynamic blend of strategic insight, community focus, and a deep commitment to 
youth wellness. His leadership has already begun to energize our teams and renew our focus on innovation, 
collaboration, and long-term impact. With Corey at the helm, we are entering a new chapter - one where we are 
more equipped than ever to meet the complex needs of the youth we serve.

Looking ahead, I am filled with optimism for what’s possible. We remain committed to listening deeply to 
the voices of youth, building trauma-informed systems of care, and working closely with partners across the 
community to break down barriers and create real change. YESS is evolving—not just as a service provider, but as a 
connector, an advocate, and a champion for youth who deserve every opportunity to thrive.

None of this work would be possible without the incredible support of our community. I want to extend my 
deepest thanks to our volunteers, who give their time, energy, and hearts so generously. Whether supporting daily 
programming, lending expertise behind the scenes, or showing up at events, you are the lifeblood of YESS, and we 
are so grateful for your commitment.

I also want to acknowledge and thank our donors—individuals, foundations, and organizations whose generosity 
powers every step we take. Your belief in our mission makes it possible for us to provide vital supports and build a 
future of hope and possibility for every young person who walks through our doors. 

Finally, I’d like to express sincere appreciation to my fellow Board members. Your strategic guidance, thoughtful 
stewardship, and shared passion for this work have been a constant source of strength.

Thank you all for being part of this journey. Together, we are not only responding to the immediate needs of 
youth—we are reimagining what’s possible for them. The future of YESS is bright, and I’m honored to be a part of it.

With gratitude,

Steven Ewaskiw 
Chair, Board of Directors 
Youth Empowerment and Support Services
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WHAT WE OFFER AT YESS:  
OUR PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES 

YOUTH SUPPORT CENTRE
Heading into its 3rd year, the Youth Support Centre (YSC), has continued to provide a centralized place for youth 
in crisis to get immediate support, stabilization, and assessment. The YSC ensures youth have 24/7 access to 
shelter and wrap-around services. It’s an immediate intervention that is ultimately the entry point for youth 
experiencing homelessness to the network of community supports. 

Through the YSC, we bridge the gap between youth in crisis and access to physical, emotional, cultural, and 
mental health resources, ensuring that youth receive the right, holistic support they so desperately need. 

GRAHAM’S PLACE
Our transitional/bridge housing program, Graham’s Place, established as part of the Youth Support Centre,  
offers a safe and supportive environment for youth aged 15 to 21 who are ready to work on their goals and 
prepare for community integration. The program addresses housing instability and related challenges while 
fostering personal growth.

Graham’s Place serves as a critical stepping stone for youth, enabling them to transition successfully into  
stable, independent living while addressing their unique challenges and fostering growth in a holistic and 
supportive environment.

WELLNESS INTEGRATION TEAM 
Our on-site support practitioners and staff provide trauma-informed crisis stabilization and mental health 
education, to support front-line youth workers with healing practices.

 This team has developed programming that is rooted in culture, identity, and spirituality to support young 
people. Our staff provide youth with access to mental health care and assessments, where unique needs are 
identified and tailored plans are created for specialized care.
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Youth Accessing YESS’S  
Programs and Resources

Ages Served

Ethnicity Demographics 
(SELF-IDENTIFIED)

Gender Identity Demographics 
(SELF-IDENTIFIED)

51% 
31% 

8% 

4% 5% 1% 

50% 

43% 

4% 
1% 

2% 

50% 

37% 

13% 
32% 24% 

23% 21% 

15–17 year olds

18–20 year olds

21–24 year olds

Asian

Black

White

Indigenous

Latin

No Response

Male 

Female

Transgender

Two-Spirit

Non-Binary

YESS’S YEAR IN REVIEW 

Jan/Feb/Mar

April /May/June

July/Aug/Sept

Oct/Nov/Dec
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CLIENT CORNER:  
ANIEL’S JOURNEY WITH YESS
When Aniel first walked through the doors of YESS, he was looking for more than just a 
place to stay, he was looking for a fresh start. His journey, like so many others, was filled with 
challenges, but it was also filled with resilience, growth, and hope. This is Aniel’s story.

GROWING UP IN EDMONTON
Aniel was born in 1985 at the Royal Alexandra Hospital in Edmonton and grew up in the Mill Woods neighborhood. 
His early years were typical, but things began to change when he entered junior high.

“In my last year at TD Baker, I found myself getting into conflicts with everyone, teachers and students alike. At 
home, life was shifting as well. My mother had remarried, and I didn’t agree with her choice in a partner. I started 
hanging out with older, more troublesome people, and that led me down a difficult path.”

By the time he was 14, Aniel was struggling. He was couch surfing, disconnected from school, and engaging in 
substance use. The instability of his situation left him vulnerable, and he soon realized he had nowhere left to turn.

FINDING SUPPORT AT YESS
“That is when I found YESS, not by choice, but by necessity. I had nowhere to go, no food to eat, barely any clothes. 
At that age, living the lifestyle I had chosen, I easily could have ended up a statistic.”

YESS provided Aniel with the essentials: food, clothing, and a safe space. But more importantly, it offered him a 
path forward. Through partner programs and the unwavering support of staff, Aniel began to rebuild his life.

“This took time, and I had to be ready. Many times, I left on my own, only to return when I had burned bridges 
again. But the doors at YESS were always open. Whether I was there for a day or a week, they never shut me out. 
The staff understood the severity of what we were going through, and they were always there.”

LOOKING BACK WITH GRATITUDE
Now, at 39, Aniel reflects on how far he has come. Life hasn’t always been easy, but he is proud of the journey he 
has taken.

“�Being able to find my way with the help of YESS allowed me to still 
be here to write this. Every day, I wake up with gratitude. I have 
lost so many people along the way, but I am still here. Without 
places like YESS, I might not be.”
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FINANCIAL REVIEW
Statement of Operations

Fiscal 2025 Fiscal 2024

REVENUE
Unrestricted Revenue:

Donations $  $1,628,032 $  $1,332,855 

Special Fundraising Events (net) 377,525  196,953 

Investment (Loss) Income 311,348  655,145 

United Way 30,948  46,562 

Other Revenues  102  148 

Total Unrestricted Revenue: 2,347,955  2,231,663 

Restricted Revenue:

Children's Services – Edmonton Region  1,270,600  1,280,075 

Casino and raffle 10,806  70,437 

Donations 17,648  18,199 

Government Grants 13,118  73,354 

City of Edmonton 292,225  200,826 

Grants – Foundation & Other 1,520,566  2,173,587 

United Way – Grant 125,000  150,000 

Amortization of Deferred Capital Contributions 43,553 51,004

Total Restricted Revenue:		  3,293,516 4,017,482

  

Total Revenue: 5,641,471 6,249,145

EXPENSES
Wages and benefits 4,328,265  4,586,935 

Direct client 92,939  115,461 

Facility 294,030  348,909 

Administrative 622,564  525,503 

Fundraising 17,760  16,294 

Amortization 97,433  220,804 

Total Expenses: 5,452,991  5,813,906 

Excess of Revenue Before The Undernoted 188,480 435,239

OTHER INCOME (EXPENSE)
Loss of Disposal of Leasehold Improvements (462,466) -

Amortization of Deferred Capital Contributions  
for Leasehold Improvements

401,373 89,325

Net Other Income (Expense) (61,093) 89,325

Excess of Revenue for the Year $  $127,387 $  $524,564 

For the year ended March 31, 2025, with comparative figures for the year ended March 31, 2024

Please visit yess.org/our-impact to read our audited financial statements.
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Funding

Operating Budget

Fundraising includes donations, corporate giving, and internal/external events

This budget saw the integration of all programs into the Youth Support Centre, eliminating the Armoury Resource 
Centre, Shanoa’s Place, and all related operating expenses.

$2,419,962      	
FUNDRAISING

$1,645,566 	
GRANTS

$1,575,943
GOVT. PARTNERS

Fiscal 2025

FINANCIAL REVIEW

 Fiscal 2025

$5.4 million

Fiscal 2026

$5.1 million
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APPRECIATION CORNER:  
THANK YOU TO OUR STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS 
As we reflect on the past year at YESS, we are filled with deep gratitude for the extraordinary commitment, 
compassion, and resilience shown by our staff and volunteers.

Every day, you bring our mission to life: creating a safe, welcoming space where youth facing difficult challenges 
can find support, understanding, and hope. Your tireless efforts, whether on the frontlines or behind the scenes, 
ensure that young people have access to the resources, guidance, and care they need to move toward brighter 
futures.

To our dedicated staff: thank you for your professionalism, innovation, and unwavering belief in the potential 
of every youth who walks through our doors. Your expertise and heartfelt commitment are the foundation of our 
work and the reason we can meet the complex and evolving needs of those we serve.

To our incredible volunteers: thank you for generously sharing your time, talents, and energy. Whether providing 
meals, offering mentorship, supporting events, or helping in countless other ways, you are an essential part of the 
YESS community. Your generosity and compassion help create a network of care that extends far beyond our walls.

Together, you are the driving force behind our successes and the heart of our organization. We are truly grateful for 
each of you, and we look forward to continuing this important work alongside you in the year ahead.



YESS IN THE COMMUNITY
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THANK YOU: DONORS AND COMMUNITY PARTNERS
To our donors and community partners, the work we do would not be possible without your generosity and vision. 
Your support is the foundation upon which we build hope, opportunity, and transformation for the young people 
we serve.

To each of you, whether you are a long-time supporter or a first-time donor, we offer our deepest thanks. Your 
commitment makes it possible for YESS to provide vital services, safe spaces, and compassionate care to youth 
facing some of life’s most difficult challenges. Through your contributions, you are not only meeting immediate 
needs but also investing in long-term change, empowering youth to move toward brighter, more stable futures.

Your belief in our mission and in the potential of young people fuels our work every day. With your partnership, we 
have been able to reach more youth in meaningful and lasting ways.

On behalf of the entire YESS community, thank you for your generosity, trust, and dedication. Together, we are 
building a stronger, more compassionate community where every young person has the opportunity to thrive.
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GRATITUDE LISTING
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Thompson

Steven Ewaskiw and 
Miranda Koroluk

Strathearn United Church

Susan Browning

Susan Chevalier

Susan McCallum

Susan Wigeland

Swainson Miki Peskett 
LLP

Takahiko Shimizu

TELUS

Terry and Elisa Rawe

The Allan & Sally Sawin 
Foundation

The Barry and Doreen 
Dewes Family Foundation

The City of Edmonton

The David & Nancy 
Foreman Charitable  
Gift Fund

 

The Dinner Optimist Club 
of Edmonton

The Estate of Bernard 
Albert Dousse

The Estate of Cameron 
Friesen

The Estate of Dorothy 
Peel

The Estate of Naomi Alice 
Foster

The Estate of Rosaleen 
Mary Zdunich

The Home Depot Canada 
Foundation

The Melton Foundation

The Next Act Pub Ltd.

The Perennial Book Club

The Pinecrest Charitable 
Foundation

The Tenaquip Foundation

Thomas and Lisa Gryba

Tim and Janessa Ryan

Tim Drader

Tina and Tony Rota

Todd Charitable Fund

Tony Gnanasihamany

Torskeklubben of 
Edmonton

Tracy King

Trina Larsen

Tyler Chin Real Estate 
Group

Ukrainian Catholic 
Episcopal Corporation of 
Western Canada

United Way of the Alberta 
Capital Region

University of Alberta 
Business Students’ 
Association

Valerie Keates

Victor Mitchell

Vivianne Todd

W.A. & M. Hiller Fund *

Wailee Wong

Waltraut H. Hein 
Memorial Endowment 
Fund *

Wayne Sartore

Weir Family Fund *

Wendy-Anne 
Berkenbosch

Wildrose Polio Support 
Society

William & Florence Lede 
Family Foundation

William and Denyse 
Jopling

William Swanson

William Thomson and 
Margaret Coates

Willow Glen Farm

Workers’ Compensation 
Board - Alberta

WorleyCord

YESS 2 Love Fund *

Youth Emergency Shelter 
of Edmonton Fund *

Youth Emergency Shelter 
Society Fund *

* at the Edmonton Community Foundation
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For a full listing of organizations that support YESS, please visit: 

www.YESS.org/our-funders

Youth facing crisis need a safe place, understanding 
support, and resources to help them build a better future. 
By supporting YESS, you are giving youth the opportunity 
to find stability, hope, and a path forward.

https://yess.org/our-funders/


CRA Registered Charitable No.: 12953-7437 RR 0001

There is a story behind every number. Contact us to find out more.
T: 780.468.7070
E: giving@yess.org

9310 82 Avenue
Edmonton AB  T6C 0Z6

www.YESS.org

@YESSorg
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