About Thunderbird Community Partner
Thunderbird Community Partner is a nonprofit organization dedicated to making Merced County an even better place to live, work, raise a family, and call home.
Our focus is local. We create projects, events, and partnerships that provide opportunities for youth, community organizations, and small businesses, and give families opportunities to gather and create lasting memories right here in Merced County.
We believe that some of the best things we can for the community are also some of the most practical: create opportunities, preserve local traditions, bring people together, and invest in the next generation.
Why We Were Created
Thunderbird Community Partner was created to continue the beloved community ice skating rink and support local youth programs in Merced County. Thunderbird Community Partner saw the value the ice rink brought the community and believe it is a tradition we want to continue.
That commitment has grown into The Rink at Castle, where we are working to build on the tradition of ice skating in Atwater and create a holiday destination for families throughout Merced County. Our goal is not simply to operate an ice rink, but to preserve and grow an experience that children and families can look forward to year after year.
Thunderbird Community Partner was also created with a broader purpose. We saw opportunities throughout Merced County to support youth programs like 4-H and FFA. In recent years these critical programs that create our future agricultural leaders, have been a casualty of state budget cuts.
Creating Experiences Close to Home
Merced County is an agricultural region with a strong sense of local identity, hardworking families, small businesses, and people who care deeply about where they live. We want to build on those strengths by creating experiences that celebrate what is already here while introducing new opportunities for people to connect.
The Market is one example of that vision. The farmers and crafters market brings together farm products, handcrafted goods, local makers, small businesses, youth entrepreneurs, and families in a setting that keeps dollars local and gives people a reason to spend an evening together in Atwater.
The Rink at Castle carries that same philosophy into the winter season. It provides an experience that families would typically have to travel outside the area to enjoy and makes it available here at home. More importantly, it allows us to continue an Atwater tradition while creating something that can grow into a destination for families from throughout Merced County.
The Market and The Rink at Castle may be very different projects, but the idea behind them is the same: create opportunities and experiences that make Merced County a better place to call home.
Our Commitment to Merced County
Merced County is our home, and that matters to us.
We believe local organizations can accomplish meaningful things when they are willing to think creatively, work together, and turn ideas into action.
Thunderbird Community Partner is committed to building partnerships with residents, businesses, farmers, schools, nonprofits, local agencies, and other organizations that share a desire to invest in the future of Merced County.
We want to preserve the traditions that make this area special, create new ones for the next generation, and provide opportunities that might otherwise require families to travel somewhere else to experience.
We aren't interested in simply talking about what Merced County could be.
We want to help build it.

