Guide to Becoming o Certified
Pharmacy Technician (CPhT)

A step-by-step guide for aspiring pharmacy professionals

If you're considering a career as a pharmacy technician, earning your national certification is one of the most
important steps you can take. This comprehensive guide outlines the entire pathway to becoming a Certified
Pharmacy Technician (CPhT) through the Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB), providing you
with the knowledge and confidence to launch a rewarding healthcare career.
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Understanding the Power of PTCB
Certification

PTCB certification is a nationally recognized standard that validates your readiness to work safely, ethically, and

effectively in various pharmacy settings. While certification is not always required by law, most employers and many
state boards of pharmacy expect or require it.

Professional Ccadreer Industry
Validation Opportunities Recognition
Demonstrates mastery of Opens doors to wider Shows commitment to
essential knowledge and skills employment opportunities and professionalism and patient
required for safe patient care advancement potential safety standards

@ Most reputable employers like Walgreens, CVS, hospitals, and mail-order pharmacies either require PTCB
certification or will only hire technicians who plan to get certified quickly.



Where Your Career Will Take You

Certified Pharmacy Technicians have diverse work environments to choose from, each offering unique opportunities
for growth and specialization. Explore the possibilities:

precision pharnacy

Retail Pharmacies Hospital Pharmacies

Step into bustling community pharmacies, where you'll Work at the heart of patient care, compounding
support pharmacists, manage inventory, and provide medications and collaborating with healthcare teams.
direct customer service, becoming a vital part of local This environment demands meticulous attention to
healthcare. detail and a strong grasp of clinical knowledge.
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Long-term Care Specialty Pharmacies

Focus on preparing medication packs and overseeing Delve into the world of complex medications,
prescriptions for residents in nursing homes and supporting patients with chronic conditions and
assisted living facilities, ensuring their well-being with expertly managing intricate insurance authorization
precision and care. processes in a cutting-edge setting.

Pharmacy technicians are one of the fastest-growing roles in healthcare, with over 44,000 new jobs expected
in the next decade. That means strong job security and plenty of opportunities to grow.




Step 1: Meet the Eligibility
Requirements

To sit for the Pharmacy Technician Certification Exam (PTCE) and earn your CPhT credential, you must meet specific
eligibility requirements set by the PTCB.

O1 o2 O3

Educational Training Completion Policy Complicance

Foundation Complete a PTCB-Recognized Comply with PTCB certification

Possess a high school diploma or Education/Training Program or have  policies, including disclosure of any

equivalent credential equivalent work experience criminal history or state board
actions

At Advanced Pharmacy Academy (APA), our program is fully PTCB-recognized, meaning it satisfies the training
requirement and positions you to meet all eligibility standards confidently. Education is strongly preferred by
employers over work experience alone.



Step 2: Choose Your PTCB-
Recognized Training Program

Selecting the right training program is one of the most crucial decisions in your certification journey. A PTCB-
recognized program ensures curriculum alignment with the national exam and professional standards.

Why Advanced Pharmacy

Academy? ﬁ
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Structured, self-paced learning modules g)

Live instructor support for deeper understanding Q o
Practice exams and comprehensive study tools A :;—-
Included externship for real-world experience 0
Certification-focused instruction aligned to PTCE ONLINE
domains PHARMACY

STUDIES

Our program provides the academic foundation and

exam readiness you need to move forward with

confidence, combining flexibility with comprehensive

support.



Understanding the PTCE Content

Areds

The Pharmacy Technician Certification Exam (PTCE) evaluates your knowledge across four key content domains that

reflect real-world pharmacy practice.

Medications

Drug classifications, interactions,
dosage forms, and therapeutic
uses

Order Processing

Prescription handling, calculations,
labeling, and inventory
management
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Federal
Requirements

Legal and regulatory
responsibilities governing
pharmacy practice

Patient Safety

Quality assurance processes, error
prevention, and patient protection
protocols

Advanced Pharmacy Academy's curriculum is carefully mapped to these domains, ensuring you're prepared for both

the exam and your future role as a certified pharmacy technician.



Step 3: Apply for and
Take the PTCE

Once your training is complete, you'll be ready to register for the exam
and take the final step toward certification.

Create Account

O Register at PTCB.org and submit your application with the r / |
$129 exam fee - BOMPUTEH | r

5 Book your exam at a Pearson VUE test center or choose the A g e

Schedule Exam

online proctored option

Take the PTCE

HH Complete 90 questions in 2 hours, demonstrating your
pharmacy knowledge

Earn CPhT

5::.13 Receive results and, upon passing, obtain your official CPhT
credential




Your Complete Certification

Journey

Here's your roadmap from initial interest to certified pharmacy technician, with clear milestones and actionable

steps.

Understand PTCB
Certification

Learn about the role and benefits of national
certification in your pharmacy career

Enroll in Training Program

Complete a PTCB-recognized education
program with comprehensive exam
preparation

Meet Eligibility
Requirements

Ensure you have the necessary educational
background and meet all PTCB standards

Graducate and Take PTCE

Apply for the exam, schedule your test date,
and earn your CPhT credential

This systematic approach ensures you're well-prepared for each phase of your certification journey, setting you up

for long-term success in the pharmacy field.



Compare Your Training Options

Making an informed decision about your education is crucial. Here's how Advanced Pharmacy Academy compares to
other online pharmacy technician programs in areas that matter most to your success.

Feature Advanced Pharmacy Other Online Programs
Academy

PTCB-Recognized Yes Sometimes

Total Cost $847 $2,000-$5,000+

Payment Plans Available X Limited

Duration 6-10 weeks (self-paced) 6 months to 1 year

Live Instructor Support Included X Rare

Externship Assistance Yes X Not Always

Advanced Pharmacy Academy offers exceptional value with comprehensive support, flexible scheduling, and
affordable pricing that makes certification accessible to everyone.
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Ready to Begin Your

Pharmacy Ccareer?

Your Next Steps

At Advanced Pharmacy Academy, our goal is to make every step of your certification journey clear, affordable, and
accessible. Our committed team is here to support your academic and professional success.

Whether you have questions about eligibility requirements, need guidance on the application process, or want to
learn more about our PTCB-recognized program, we're here to help you succeed.

Contact Support [ Visit Our Website

This marks an exciting step toward your future!
We're committed to supporting you as you pursue national certification and a meaningful career in pharmacy.
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